
SIBLING RELATIONSHIPS IN FOSTER CARE: KEEPING THEM CONNECTED 

CASE SCENARIO 

 

1. Amanda is currently pregnant with her 6th child.  She has 5 children, Max 

(14), Sara (13), Isaiah (8) Thomas (3), and Heaven (1).  The children have 

three different fathers: Max and Isaiah share the same father, Thomas and 

Heaven and the unborn baby share the same father and Sara has a different 

father.  Amanda is currently married to and lives with Owen, who is the 

father to Thomas and Heaven and the unborn baby, and his two children 

from a previous relationship: Angela (13) and Zach (10).  In addition, 

Amanda’s nephew Jacob (8), who is in Amanda’s custody due to the death of 

Amanda’s sister, also resides in the home.  Jacob and Isaiah are extremely 

bonded due to being born a month apart and growing up together.   
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2. There is domestic violence in the home between Amanda and Owen.  This 

DV is witnessed by the children and has involved Amanda’s older children, 

Max and Sara, when they attempt to intervene to protect Amanda.  Owen 

and Amanda both have substance abuse problems and have recently begun 

using heroin.  It is not uncommon for drug paraphernalia to be found around 

the home.  Max and Sara have taken it upon themselves to make sure Isaiah, 

Thomas, Jacob, and Heaven are fed and safe.  Max assumes responsibility 

for Isaiah and Jacob and Sara is especially protective of Thomas and 

Heaven.  Max’s grades have begun to drop at school and he has dropped off 

the soccer team so he is not away from home.  He has a lot of anxiety due to 

worrying that something will happen to the little kids when he is at school.  

He and Sara always make sure they have the same story about why they are 

missing school so as to not raise suspicion from teachers or friends. Angela, 

who was previously very sociable and engaging, is very quiet and spends 

most of her time at a friend’s house or in her bedroom on the computer.  

Zach is very protective of his father.  It has been reported that Zach has been 

physically aggressive and has a lot of anger toward all of the other children 

except Angela and Thomas.  Zach and Thomas share a strong bond and 

Thomas is often unable to be comforted by anyone but Zach.  Jacob and 

Isaiah, who have always been extremely close, have recently begun to argue 

a lot.  Jacob has been heard saying that he wishes he never came to live with 

this family and wants to live somewhere else. 
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3. Law enforcement and Child Protective Services were called to the home due 

to Amanda and Owen overdosing on heroin.  The home conditions were 

found to be poor and there was not enough food for the children.  The police 

found Zach’s book bag containing a knife and a picture drawn by Zach in 

which he was hugging Thomas, standing in front of Angela and all other 

children in the home were dead on the ground.  When question Zach stated 

he was angry when he drew the picture but denied that he would actually 

harm anyone.    

     

Amanda and Owen were unable to name any other placement options for the 

children and all 8 children had to enter the custody of CPS.  3 weeks later 

Amanda delivered a baby boy who was premature and tested positive for 

opiates.  The baby also came into CPS custody. 

     

 


